RESOLUTION NO. 22808

A RESOLUTION REQUESTING THE HAMILTON COUNTY LEGISLATIVE DELEGATION TO SPONSOR LEGISLATION IN THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY TO MAKE HOME INVASIONS A SEPARATE CRIME WITH SEVERE PENALTIES AND TO MAKE SUCH INVASIONS AN ENHANCEMENT FACTOR IN DETERMINING THE RANGE OF PENALTIES.

______________________________________________________

WHEREAS, there have been more than forty (40) instances of home invasions in the last half year in Chattanooga wherein criminals have forcefully invaded the private dwellings of residents and threatened the personal safety of persons in their own homes; and

WHEREAS, such crimes are particularly demoralizing because they cause people to be afraid in the one place they should feel the safest (in their own homes); and

WHEREAS, the peoples’ very real fear for their safety has been manifested by a rise in the sale of home alarm systems and by numerous complaints to their elected representatives; and

WHEREAS, such home invasions have already led to the death of at least one (1) person and is a particular hazard to the lives of all members of the citizenry; and

WHEREAS, at least five (5) states, including Florida, California, Illinois, Massachusetts and Michigan, have already adopted laws making home invasions a separate offense or an aggravating factor in sentencing;

NOW, THEREFORE,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHATTANOOGA, TENNESSEE, That the legislative delegation of Hamilton County is hereby requested to sponsor legislation in the Tennessee General Assembly to make home invasions a separate crime at least as serious as carjacking, with severe penalties and to make such invasions an enhancement factor for determining the range of penalties in sentencing, so as to further deter future such crimes.

ADOPTED:
January 23, 2001
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